
2011
Queensland Building Design Awards

Team – Yara Barrozo
Peter Latemore

• Category 13– Commercial Buildings

• “Cocktail Bar”  Brunswick St, Fortitude Valley

• Designer - Latemore Design



design brief
• Lessee wanted a sophisticated cocktail bar. 
• Exclusive clients, exclusive club.
• Maximum allowable number of patrons.
• No dining, drinks only.
• House DJ.
• Indoor bar with sitting/dancing - sophisticated.
• Outdoor bar in court yard – somewhat casual.
• Relocate bathrooms facilities to suit two tenants.
• Good smoking zone.
• Movable outdoor furniture.
• Furniture easily detachable and relocatable. 
• Cold room.

Category 13  :  Cocktail Bar



design analysis - general
• All works must not touch neighbours' walls. 
• Landlord responsible for building fabric.
• Landlord upgraded building during design, 

requiring revisions to layout.
• 2 tenants shared court, needed separation.
• New toilet facilities for 2nd tenant.
• Separation required between lower + upper.
• Sound proofing to be inserted.
• Air con system to be replaced.
• All works to be removable when tenant leaves.
• Rear open court required drainage.
• Roofing not required, most use at night.

Category 13  :  Cocktail Bar



design analysis - rules
DA + Council
• Major DA.
• Required lots of reports. 
• No change allowed to footpath.
BA + BCA
• Only one exit from enclosed space, at street.
• Space allowed 200 persons.
• Performance solution negotiated by Fire Engineer.
• Wide outward opening doors required.
• Clear path to that door.
• Separate smoking zone required. 
• Accessible throughout.

Category 13  :  Cocktail Bar



• Inner city commercial site, amongst similar properties.  
• Open court, surrounded by tall walls.
• Within Fortitude Valley Entertainment Precinct.
• No residential nearby.

SITE
design analysis - site

Aerial view 
prior to 
works. 



• Good use of site.
• Reinforces ‘inward’ space.

design outcome - site

Aerial view 
after works. 
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design outcome
• Façade retained with recessed entry provided to suit 

heritage and disability access. 
• Very sophisticated cocktail bar as per brief.
• Movable ramp between internal levels as needed.
• The spaces work in a linear fashion reflecting the 

constraints of long narrow space.
• Great interaction between indoor and outdoor zones.
• Design allows removal of much for reuse by tenant.
• Enclosed space used to advantage.
• All spaces flexible in use, to suit different functions.
• Difficulties with fire egress resolved with negotiations 

and use of performance solution.



Front façade.

• Could not be changed.
• Anything new must 

occur within building.
• Joinery retained.
• ‘Secret’ club.

cocktail 
bar

other 
tenancies



Before 

After

Building.

• Basic masonry structure.
• External walls are fire walls.
• Step between spaces.

• Wall between 
spaces opened.

• Skylight added.
• All surfaces 

refinished.
• Removable 

ramp used for 
accessibility.



After

Before Building/Court.

• No cohesion between spaces.
• Dead area.

• Spaces brought 
together with 
functions along 
natural linear 
axis.

• DJ operates 
either in or out. 



Before 

After

Rear court.

• Underused.
• Only contained ancient toilets.
• Surrounded by tall walls.

• Now fully used.
• Walls now a 

feature.
• All easily 

removed.
• Great space for 

a sub-tropical 
cocktail bar.



Combined sitting and dancing area.

Internal 
front room



• Had to suit fire egress + disabled access.
• Must open out, but not onto footpath.
• Recess inserted behind sliding door.
• Doors very wide to suit fire performance solution.
• Wheelchair can sit to one side to open a door.

Front 
doors



Sophisticated and elegant atmosphere.  Luxurious 
wallpapers and ceiling treatments.  Wall washing lights.

Internal bar + 
front room



Mirrored + detailed finishes for sophisticated look.

Internal 
bar



Internal 
bar

Linear layout suits fire egress + links front & rear.



View from rear to front
• Daylight shot.
• Site totally surrounded.
• But minimal overlooking.
• No touching existing walls.

• Fully drained.
• Rugged materials. 
• Note covered way to toilets.
• Pavers + walls easily removed.



Bar at rear.  Seating boxes are all movable.

External 
court



Sophisticated outdoor and functional space.

External 
bar



Feature counter within timber portal frame.

External 
bar



Exterior bar 
in use.

• Sophisticated cocktail 
bar in the open.

• Lots of space.
• Favourite haunt for 

some patrons.



Artwork

Commissioned 
graffiti on walls 
gives a modern  
urban cultural feel.



Smoking area.

• Must be separated.
• Fully enclosed.
• But open to sky.

• Placed away from 
other zones.

• No chairs encourages 
short stays.

• Smoking rubber 
ducky describes it!



Mostly black tiles and stainless steel fittings.
Arranged as separate wc’s with unisex basins.

Trendy Toilets
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• 297sqm of site.
• Long narrow access region to rear court.
• Encouraged linear layout.
• Designer suggested split arrangement of 

tenancies, with separate toilets.



Occupancy studies.
• As per BCA.
• Much interaction between consultants to achieve 

max occupancy of 200.
• Careful design process during DA & BA.
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